#>                THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

tance with the assistance of two Indians, who agreed to act as
guides in return for the presents promised them. The little
party went on shore to cook some food, and while dinner was
preparing, Smith wandered off a little way with one of the
guides to examine the soil, telling Robinson and Kmry to fire
a musket if any redskins appeared on the scene. Before many
minutes had passed Smith heard the danger-signal. Quick
as thought, he whipped off his garter, and fastened the guide's
arm to his left wrist, to guard against treachery. Then he
made a dash towards the canoe. But it was too late. A
shower of arrows fell about him, and a band of some 200 red-
skins, who had silently surrounded him when he had been
unconscious of danger, sprang from behind the trees, brandish-
ing their tomahawks. He used his native guide as a target to
shield his body from the arrows, and killed two of his enemies
before he was overpowered by such hopeless odds. His life
was spared for a time, as being 'the chief of the pale-faces';
they thought him worthy of more than ordinary ceremony and
death-tortures. While they were parleying among themselves,
he managed to give them the slip, and, being a fast runner,
might have got clear away had he not got on to boggy ground,
in which he sank up to his waist before he was rescued from
this more merciful form of death-
He was carried back to the fire where he had left his two
companions, and here, to his great grief, he saw the body of
Robinson pierced with many arrows.

Captain Smith remained prisoner in the hands of this Indian
tribe for many months. He managed to save bis life by
setting up as a ' medicine man,' doing all sorts of tricks, which
persuaded his captors of his miraculous powers. Finally, he
was taken before the overlord or chief of the whole tribe,
by name Powhatan* The story that follows has been told
often enough before, but it remains the most picturesque
incident in. the early history of Virginia.

Wfeen John Smith stood before the old Indian chief and all
his braves, he noticed a young native girl standing at the sids